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The De L’Epee Memorial 


Editor The Observer: 

The last issue of The Observer says | 
editorially that “When the subject of 
y the De L’Epee monument was first 
broached it was proposed to raise $50,- 
000 for the purpose.” As one who is 
greatly interested in the De L’Epee 
memorial statue project I would like 
very much to know when and by whom 
was the $50,000 memorial proposition 
y first broached. 

The same editorial goes on to say 
v that “Later the sum was shaved to 
$25,000.” The above statement is also 
interesting. May I ask its source and 
authority? Further on the editorial 
says: “Now, it is reported the inten- 
t tion is to raise as much as possible 
until 1917.” The reader is apt to 
A draw an unwarranted inference from 
such an assertion. The latest pub¬ 
lished report of the chairman of the 
De L’Epee Memorial Statue Commit¬ 
tee concludes with the following state- 
> ment: “It is the desire of the com¬ 
mittee having general charge of the 

* matter to complete its work in good 
time for the great union centennial 
celebration of the founding of deaf- 
mute instruction in America, which is 
to be observed at Hartford in 1917.” 

The reader will note that it is the 
desire of the committee to complete 
- its work by 1917, if possible, but that 
v obviously there is to be no let up of 
its efforts at any time prior to the 
actual completion of the work assigned 
it by the National Association of the 
Deaf. That much is definitely and ir¬ 
revocably settled. The ever ready and 

* only answer which the Memorial Com¬ 
mittee can make to each and all sug¬ 
gestions that it relax its efforts, or step 

. aside, in order that some other com¬ 
mittee might not “go begging,” will be 
increased energy on its part in per¬ 
secuting the work for which it was 
^ especially appointed. 

The De L’Epee Memorial Statue 
Fund Committee has a field peculiarly 
n its own. Not one dollar which it has 
collected, or may hereafter collect, 
will have been diverted from the trea¬ 
sury of any other committee sanc¬ 
tioned by the N. A. D. The Memorial 
„ Committee was one of the last to be 
appointed and did not get under way 
until some time later. The method it 
has adopted is well known. If it is 
producing results, as the committee 
hopes, there is nothing in the way of 
its method being adopted by any other 
committee. 


To intimate as The Observer has 
done editorially that a project such as 
the memorial statue of DeL’Epee “is 
foreign to the avowed purposes” of the 
N. A. D. “as set forth in its articles 
of incorporation” would apply with 
equal weight to some other things to 
which the N. A. D. has committed it¬ 
self—for instance the war against im¬ 
posters. What paper is more zealous 
in such a war than The Observer? 

Be that as it may the De L’Epee Me¬ 
morial Statue project received the un¬ 
animous endorsement of the National 
Association of the Deaf in convention 
assembled at Cleveland. Also among 
the achievements to which the N. A. 
D. “points with pride” is the Gallaudet 
Statue at Washington—and the Hart¬ 
ford monument repair fund. The Ob¬ 
server worked for the latter. 

To refer to the proposed De L’Epee 
memorial, as The Observer does edi¬ 
torially, as “this $25,000 pyramid folly” 
is wholly inconsistent for a paper 
“published in the interests of the deaf 
everywhere”. Who was the Abbe De 
L’Epee whom the American deaf and 
their friends are seeking to honor? 
Was he not the father of the sign 
language and of the combined system 
of deaf-mute instruction which The 
Observer so ardently champions? Did 
he not establish the first free public 
school for the deaf, and maintain it 
out of the income derived from his 
own modest patrimony, often stinting 
himself of the necessaries of life that 
his proteges might not want? Did 
not he choose to remain with his pu¬ 
pils at the imminent risk of his life 
during the direful period of the French 
Revolution? Did he not train the Abbe 
Sicard who in turn aided Gallaudet and 
Clerc to transplant in America what 
subsequently became the most success¬ 
ful system of teaching the deaf the 
world has ever known and which later 
culminated in Gallaudet College at 
Washington? 

The American deaf have reaped the 
greatest benefits from the system de¬ 
vised by De L’Epee. Would not a me¬ 
morial in America to the universay 
benefactor of the deaf—born over two 
hundredyears ago—be both timely and 
appropriate? 

Then let The Observer enter whole 
heartedly into the memorial project 
which is nationaly popular and bound 
to succeed. The memorial committee 
needs and will fully appreciate assist¬ 
ance from whatever source. The suc¬ 


cess of the memorial means the suc¬ 
cess of all other common sense pro¬ 
jects, present and prospective, sanc¬ 
tioned by the N. A. D. There need be 
and is no conflict or crossing of in¬ 
terests between committees. On the 
contrary the spirit of mutual helpful¬ 
ness and co-operation should and does 
prevail. 

Each committee has a field as big 
and as broad and as wide as the Na¬ 
tion itself and all that it has to do is 
to go to work to possess it. 

JAMES H. CLOUD, 
Chairman De L’Epee Memorial Statue 

Fund Committee. 

St. Louis, r Nov. 24, 1914. 


THE DE L’EPEE FUND. 

I have been reading articles that 
have appeared in the deaf press lately, 
both favorable and unfavorable to this 
nation-wide movement to raise a fund 
to erect a fitting memorial to this 
greatest of all benefactors of the deaf, 
De L’Epee. 

I believe that by giving our whole 
hearted help to this movement we will 
be doing much more than just putting 
up a memorial to De L’Epee. 

Most of us believe the sign-language 
to be the greatest and most useful pos¬ 
session of the deaf people. We sup¬ 
port it with our whole heart because 
we know it has done more than any¬ 
thing to help us to be independent, 
self-respecting, and respected of our 
more fortunate fellow men. It is some¬ 
thing we are thankful for, as for noth¬ 
ing else. 

Does it not seem a small matter, 
compared with the great good we have 
received from this wonderful gift from 
De L’Epee, for each and every one of 
us to contribute as we are able to 
raise a fitting memorial of everlasting 
thanks to this great benefactor of 
ours? 

We believe that the combined sys¬ 
tem turns its pupils out better fitted 
to live in this world than the oral 
method can. But we can’t get the 
parents, friends and teachers of these 
oral pupils to believe it by telling 
them so through the deaf press,— 
whose circulation includes but few 
who are not of our way of thinking. 
To make any headway we must reach 
these people, who are the main stay 
of the oral movement. . 

Now, I believe we have a chance, 
in the successful carrying out of this 
memorial, to make an effective stroke 
in this direction. It will impress these 
people, as no mere talk 'will, that we 
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are earnest, that as a class we are 
dependent on no one, and that we 
firmly believe this gift of the sign- 
language had more to do with it than 
all the pure oralism in the world ever 
will be able to accomplish. 

Talk is mighty cheap. We have to 
show these people, but once we get an 
effective opening wedge, the force of 
the truth behind us will be driven 
home. 

The N. A. D. is back of this Memo¬ 
rial Fund. It has been repeatedly men¬ 
tioned in opposition, that the N. A. D. 
needs and Endowment Fund badly. 
That is true, and I for one, believe 
there are enough among us who are 
able to contribute to both funds, more 
than enough to meet the needs, if we 
only will. 

A boost for the De L’Epee memorial 
is a boost for the Endowment Fund, 
and a boost for the N. A. D., which is 
doing work for us that no one else 
can or will do, and which deserves 
our whole-hearted support. 

L. BELSER. 
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We are inserting elsewhere in this 
issue a communication from the pen 
of Rev. J. H. Cloud, of St. Louis, chair¬ 
man of the De L’Epee memorial statue 
fund, who takes us to task for our 
criticism of the project, and is evi¬ 
dently surprised that $50,000 or even 
$25,000 has been mentioned as the 
sum necessary for a suitable monu¬ 
ment. 

Rev. Cloud has a mistaken idea of 
our stand in the matter—we hold with 
him that De L’Epee deserves all the 
honor we can bestow on him, and we 
were making our criticism upon the 
amount, at first $50,000 and then $25,- 


000 it was proposed to raise, and not 
upon the intention to do honor to the 
originator of the sign language. 

The day of stupendous and costly 
monuments, under the supposition it 
is the utmost that can be done in 
honor of the illustrous dead, is fast 
passing, and endowment or memorial 
funds and bequests to worthy objects 
that accomplish good every day in the 
year, are taking their place. 

A $25,000 or $50,000 De L’Epee me¬ 
morial fund, the proceeds to be used 
in research and promotion of educa¬ 
tion and in other ways that would 
tend toward the welfare of the deaf 
would do more everlasting honor than 
any $1,000 or $1,000,000 monument. 

As to our authority for assuming it 
was to be a $50,000 monument, that 
amount was mentioned in an issue of 
the Silent Worker some time prior to 
the Cleveland convention as the sum 
that would be required to do honor to 
De L’Epee. Of course, there was noth¬ 
ing authoritative about this, but the 
impression probably still lingers with 
those who read these articles in favor 
of a De L’Epee memorial that this is 
the sum the present committee, having 
been duly authorized, to go ahead, is 
aiming at. 

At present we cannot recollect 
where we have seen the $25,000 sum 
mentioned, but there is a strong im¬ 
pression with us that later on it was 
mentioned as a $25,000 monument. 

Rev. Cloud states that it is hoped 
the committee will be able to com¬ 
plete its labors by 1917, but if not, 
will not relax in its zeal of the under¬ 
taking. 

The committee will not relax its 
efforts if it does not reach—what sum? 
We are still left in the dark on this 
point. 

The N. A. D. gave its unanimous 
sanction to the plan, but that was 
about all—every detail seems, to have 
been left to be worked out later. If 
it is to be a $50,000 statue, we still 
hold it will be a monument to the folly 
of the deaf instead of an honor to 
De L’Epee. 

If the memorial committee wants to 
have the hearty support and co-oper¬ 
ation of the public in the matter, 
would it not be well for the committee 
to make some definite announcement 
as to the sum it considers necessary? 

Or does it think that better results 
will be secured and the work carried 
on more efficiently if it is left to the 
public as a guessing game? 

We are not blaming the committee 
in the matter, but now having been 
called down for assuming it was to be 
a $50,000 project, from the published 
articles we read upon the subject be¬ 
fore the N. A. D. took official recog¬ 
nition, we would like to know where 
to stand. 


SOMETHING PRACTICAL. 

James J. Hill, the railroad man who 
has gained the title of the empire 
builder of the Northwest, is quoted as 
saying: “Our common school system, 
I am afraid, is a dismal failure. The 
education a boy or girl needs is some¬ 
thing that will help him or her to 
make a living in the lot in which his 
| or life is cast.” 

Mr. Hill would revise his ideas in 
regard to the Colorado school for the 
deaf if he visited there. 

The school has got right down to 
brass tacks in one line—the poultry 
industry. The school has formed sta¬ 
tions, in charge of a number of pupils, 
one of them acting as secretary-treas¬ 
urer. Careful reports of the work 
done, value of product, and cost are 
compiled. 

It is a safe bet that these boys and 
girls, when going out into the world 
on their own resources, will not take 
a pencil and figure out how quick 
they are to become multi-millionaires 
via the poultry route, but will enter 
the business with a full knowledge of 
what is before them. 


The latest report on the N. A. D. 
membership roll gives it as totaling 
1246, and of these only 97 are in ar¬ 
rears. Washington is credited with 
seventeen in good standing and twelve 
in arrears. 

This won’t do. 

Dig up your old receipts and if you 
find yourself in the lagging behind 
column, send 50 cents or a dollar to 
Treasurer Drake and help swat the 
oral bug. 

We want Washington to stay on the 
map. 


A prominent private oral school in 
the east advertises the inducement 
that they have a teacher for every 
two scholars. This method may turn 
out a product that completely “re¬ 
stores to society,” but if the same pro¬ 
portion of teachers to pupils was em¬ 
ployed in the oral day school here, the 
taxpayers would let out a howl that 
could be heard from Seattle to Petro- 
grad. 


Our state imposter chief of police, 
Jimmy Meagher, of Vancouver, Wash., 
is evidently getting busy laying plans 
for a war campaign upon imposters 
and fakers. The state legislature soon 
meets and Mr. Meagher has written 
for a copy of the proposed act provid¬ 
ing heavy penalties for faking that 
the P. S. A. D. had introduced in the 
last legislature, but which died in 
committee. Here’s hoping the bill will 
meet with better success. 


N. A. D. convention, San Francisco, 
July 19 to 24, 1915. Are you going to 
make the trip? 
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CLEMENT B. COFFIN 

Jsweier 

We replace Broken Lenses. Yes, We guarantee everything we do 

Phone Main 4324 

406 PIKE STREET SEATTLE, WASH. 



Carl Garrison, of Camano, and Miss 
Maguire, of Port Angeles, were in the 
city last week to attend the wedding 
of a sister of Mr. Garrison. 

Monthly meeting of the Frats next 
Saturday evening at 219 Liberty build¬ 
ing, near the Observer office. Annual 
election of officers will make the meet¬ 
ing an interesting one. 

Albert Hole visited Cyrus Vincent at 
the county hospital last week. Mr. 
Vincent has been confined to bed for 
the past week and does not seem to 
have improved to any extent so far. 

Otha Minnick and family enjoyed 
their Thanksgiving turkey with con¬ 
siderable relish. Three young men 
and Otha got together and shook dice 
to see who should pay for the turkey, 
and Otha came out winner. 

Miss Laura Sampson was married to 
Mr. Foster, a hearing gentleman, on 
Sunday, November 22. They are at 
present at home with the bride’s par¬ 
ents on Thackeray place, near E. 42nd. 
Congratulations are extended to the 
couple. 

John Thomas is in town from his 
ranch at McMillan, and will stay long 
enough to take in the Frat meeting 
and the Sunday services. He visited 
in Portland for a couple of days and 
reports the number of the deaf there 
out of work on the increase. 

Chris A. Smith, of Leavenworth, has 
opened up a ladies’ and gentlemen’s 
tailoring establishment in that town, 
and will also do pressing and clean¬ 
ing. Mr. Smith sent in a printing or¬ 
der for business cards to L. O. Chris¬ 
tenson to start things moving. 

W. S. Root and Lawrence Belser 
went down to Tacoma on the evening 
of November 21, and attended the 
meeting of the Tahoma Literary So¬ 
ciety. They reported a great time, and 
the lure of the Tacoma ladies was 
sufficient to hold them over to Sunday 
evening. 

Robert Paterson, since he was laid 
off from the mill, has found plenty of 
work with a building contractor. Be¬ 
sides this, Mr. Paterson recently com¬ 
pleted a garage for Mr. and Mrs. Axt, 
the first among the deaf population of 
Seattle to own an automobile. It is a 
Ford. Among the trips Mr. and Mrs. 
Axt took the past summer was one to 
the Pacific ocean resort of Moclips, a 
distance of about 180 miles from Se¬ 
attle. 


Feek’s Dairy 

1428 THIRD AVE. 

Milk Butter Eggs Fruit' 

ICE CREAM 

5c Dish 15c Pint 25c Quart 


Rev. Fedder reports that the regular 
service for the deaf will be held in his 
church, corner E. Union St. and 22nd 
Ave. At this occasion he will install 
the new worker. Rev. Jensen, from 
Oakland, Cal. Rev. Fedder looks for 
a large gathering on this occasion. 

Please do not forget the place, cor¬ 
ner E. Union St. and 22nd Ave.; nor 
the date, Dec. 6th; nor the time, 3:00 
p. m. 


A MARKED DOWN SOCIAL. 

The committee appointed by Presi¬ 
dent Wright at the last business meet¬ 
ing of the Puget Sound Association to 
carry out the pledge of the association 
to raise ten dollars by entertainment 
or social, for the De L’Epee monu¬ 
ment fund, announces that Mr. and 
Mrs. A. H. Koberstein, 1429 67th Ave. 
West, have donated the use of their 
fine home for the evening of Saturday, 
Dec. 26th, when the event will take 
the place of the regular club social. 

The refreshments will be looked af¬ 
ter in a manner that will do credit to 
the two ladies of the committee, and 
while the entertainment feature is to 
be kept as a pleasant surprise, it will 
be something that will hold your in¬ 
terest every minute of the time. A 
small admission fee of 25c, for every¬ 
thing, is all anybody will be called on 
to pay at the time. 

DON’T FORGET. 

The Time 
Dec. 26th, 1914. 

The Place 

Mrs. and Mrs. Koberstein’s, 

1429 67th Ave. West. 

Take Ballard North Car. 

The Committee in charge—Grace 
Ziegler, Mrs. J. A. West and Lawrence 
Belser. 


P. S. A. D. SOCIAL. 

Nearly forty guests filled Miss Grace 
Ziegler’s home to the window sills last 
Thursday evening to attend the month¬ 
ly social of the P. S. A. D., which had 
been transferred from’ Saturday. A 
game of questions and answers started 
things to going, and then progressive 
whist was played. 

Mrs. Jesse West and L. O .Christen¬ 
sen won first prize and True Partridge 
the booby. 

A bountiful lunch was served and 
the guests then enoyed themselves in 
various ways for another hour before 
departing for their homes. 


We are not the cheapest but we aim 
to give you the best. 


SHOES 

that will give you satisfaction at 
popular prices 

Hoyt Shoe Co. 

1402 3RD AVE. 


Palace Market Company 

DEALER IN 

FRESH and CURED MEATS 
FISH, FRUITS and VEGETABLES 
Oysters and Game in Season 
204 SECOND AVE. SOUTH 
Phones Main Ind. ft Seattle, Wn. 


PUGET SOUND 
ASSOCIATION 
OF THE DEAF 

Meeting at Carpenter Hall, Fourth 
Avenu- just north of Pine Street. 

Officers: 

President—Albert W. Wright 
Vice-President—L. O. Christenson 
Secretary, Alfred K. "Waugh 
Treasurer, John E. Gustin. 
Serg.-at-Arms, Seth W. Ladd. 


Bible ClcLSS for the deaf meets 
on the third Sunday of each month at 3 
p. m. in Trinity Parish Church, comer 
Eighth Ave. & James St. All welcome. 
Olof hanson, Lay-reader, in charge. 


Phones: Main 5880 Elliott 1787 

Union Market 

Grossman & Northfoss 

— Best Quality of— 

Fresh, Salted, Cured 
Meats and Poultry 

BUTTER AND EGGS 


225 Union St. near Third 

Seattle, Washington 


The White Cow 
. . .Butter Store 
will save you money 

PIKE NEAR BON MARCHE 
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Tacoma News. 


Mrs. Chas. Hammond entertained 
the Women’s Thursday club in a de¬ 
lightful way Nov. 12th. A delicious 
luncheon was served, after which cards 
were played. The club will not meet 
again until in January, when Miss 
Alice Hammond (who, by the way, is 
no relative to Chas. Hammond) will be 
hostess. 

The Tahoma Club social, held Nov. 
21, at which Miss Hammond presided, 
was one of the best attended and suo 
cessful affairs we have had for a long 
time. There were three games—all 
new and all interesting. In the first, a 
magazine guessing game, Mrs. Seeley 
won the prize, a book. In the noted 
personage game that followed Mr. Fos¬ 
ter and Mr. Chas. Hammond tied for 
first prize, a' toss up giving it, a 
statuette, to Mr. Foster, while a cur¬ 
rent issue of “Life” went to Mr. Ham¬ 
mond. 

After a “brace up” of cider, we fell 
to on the advertising game that fol¬ 
lowed. The hostess announced that, 
as we’d probably find it hard work to 
put a picture together, she was pre¬ 
pared to handsomely reward those who 
succeeded and read, off the list of 
prizes to spur us on. 

“A couple of ostrich plumes” fell to 
Miss Siegel, who opened her box to find 
a couple of feathers—but such feath- 


Mr. Foster, who received ‘‘a box of 
hose,” almost simultaneously discov¬ 
ered he, too, had been sold—reposing 
in their swathing of tissue paper were 
two pieces of garden hose. 

“A box of dates” went to Mrs. Fos¬ 
ter—but proved to be of the calendar 
variety. 

“A box of scene”—a cent daintily 
boxed—went to a teacher of the local 
day school for the deaf. While Mr. 
Belser of Seattle was rewarded with a 
kodak—a toy affair. 

When Mr. Bertram was handed “a 
box of oranges” and urged to sample 
them, he declared he wasn’t going to 
be sold and it was quite a task to get 
him to open the box, when, lo, he was 
indeed sold, for the box really did con¬ 
tain candied orange. 

Refreshments were then served and 
the crowd dispersed in high good 
humor. Besides the regular club mem¬ 
bers those present were John Bodley, 
of Chehalis; Messrs. Belser and Root, 
of Seattle, and the two oral teachers 
of the local day school with whom 
Miss Hammond recently became ac¬ 
quainted. Miss Hammond’s mother 
and sister did much to help make the 
party a success. 

Mrs. Bertram and daughter Marion, 
Miss Hammond and Messrs. Root and 
Belser spent Sunday afternoon and 
evening at the Seeleys. 


John Bodley has returned home 
after an unsuccessful search here and 
in Seattle for work at his trade. John 
has worked so long and steadily that 
he feels lost with nothing to do. 

Tahoma Club will meet at the home 
of Maurice Muller, Dec. 12th, one week 
earlier than usual, because of the holi¬ 
days. 

It is rumored that we will soon have 
an addition to our circle of deaf. Peo¬ 
ple are beginning to find out what a 
pleasant place Tacoma is to live in. 
Which reminds us that Miss Alice 
Hammond wishes to emphatically 
deny, in spite of widespread rumors 
to the contrary, that she intends to 
take root in Seattle. 

__ 

OIL EXCITEMENT IN TACOMA. 

Mrs. Seeley—Were you ever done in 
! oil? 

Miss Hammond—Yes, recently. 

Mrs. Seeley—Who was the artist? 

Miss Hammond—An expert in his 
line—one of those slick wild cat oil 
stock promoters. 

According to the Minnesota Com¬ 
panion, Sydney Smith, a son of Dr. J. 
L. Smith, is a movie picture actor with 
the Selig Company, at Los Angeles, 
and his Minnesota friends are recog¬ 
nizing him in various films now being 
run at the movie houses. 

The Nebraska Journal contains the 
following two items: John Thomas 
has a ranch in the Puyallup valley, 
Washington. What is his postoffice 
address? 

Mrs. Weaver nee Lulu Paterson, 
of Spokane, Wash., is the mother of 
another baby girl. 

Mr. Thomas’ address is McMillan, 
Wash., and Mrs. Earl Weaver lives in 
Ellensburg, instead of Spokane. 


as first prize ip the rifle contest. 

While out there Mr. Harris met Will 
Brisky, Joe Bixler and Miss Court¬ 
way. Joe Bixler was preparing to de¬ 
part for Indiana to visit his family, 
and he will probably not return west. 


YE OBSERVER. 

Are you a Nad? 

* * * 

Little Jimmie Meagher, who acts like 

* * * 

He is some big sawed off German how¬ 
itzer, 

* * * 

Keeps firing off this question with 
* * * 

Every blast of his paper. And it 
* * * 

Makes me tired, as a taxpayer of 
* * * 

This great state of Washington, to 

* * * 

See such a waste of ink and 

* * * 

White space go unanswered. 

* * * 

If Jimmy will dig down into his 

* * * 

Very own jeans and dig* up 

* * * 

Two perfectly good copper cents and 

* * * 

Buy one of Uncle’s best sellers— 

* * * 

A red sticker—he can write a message 


A SUCCESSFUL HUNT. 

Roy Harris returned from his hunt¬ 
ing trip in the mountains near Leaven¬ 
worth last week, and brought back 
with him a 250-pound buck. He re¬ 
membered every deaf family in Seattle 
that was possible to reach with a piece 
of venison. 

The hunting party comprised Roy 
Harris, Chris Smith and a hearing 
friend. On the first day out Roy 
wounded a deer, but after following 
the trail for some distance, lost it in 
the hills. The next day Roy secured 
the deer he brought back with him. 
The horns are being mounted as a 
trophy. 

On another day’s trip out to the hills 
Mr. Smith obtained a doe. There was 
up to three feet of snow and the going 
was hard. 

In Leavenworth, Mr. Harris took 
part in some trap and rifle shooting 
contests, and obtained a couple ducks 
as second prize in the trap and a goose 


* * * ^ 

That the old gentleman will carry 

* * * * 

Clear across the continent to 

* * * 

Treasurer Drake and Jimmy 

* * * 

Will have his curiosity satisfied as to - 

* * * 

Whether I am a Nad or not. ^ 

* * * 

x — 

Now please send one full bean to 

* * * 

Treasurer Drake, and get a 

* * * L 

Beautifully lithographed certificate of 

# * * 

Membership that enables you to help 
* * * 

■i. 

Swat an oralist. There is 

* * * 

Lots of enjoyment in the operation. 


I thank you. 


Ye Observer. 



